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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1- 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
6,295,541 issued to Bodnar et al. ("hereinafter Bodnar"). 

As per claim 1, Bodnar discloses, "a method of synchronizing states of data between a 
plurality of devices over an unreliable communication channel" (see col. 10, lines 57-60), the 
method comprising: 

"retrieving data from the devices" as a mechanism for retrieving a record from a client, 
(see col. 42, lines 2-3); 

"updating centrally stored data, based on the data retrieved from the devices, so as to 
automatically recover from a prior synchronization failure, if any" as the synchronizer is capable 
of automatically synchronizing data among an arbitrary number of accessible datasets in a single 
synchronization session following user selection of datasets, (see col. 10, lines 57-60); and 

"updating the data states on the devices based on the updated centrally stored data" as the 
synchronizer examines each client to identify any changes in the client that the synchronizer has 
not seen before, and any changes in the GUD that the client has not seen before, and based on 
those fresh changes, determines actions to be performed (see col. 42, lines 42-47), "including 
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communicating with at least one of the devices over the unreliable communication channel" as 
includes various conflict or duplicate resolution strategies that handle the increased complexities 
of allowing synchronization for an arbitrary number of datasets and including in the 
synchronization even data from datasets that are not available, (see col. 4, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 2, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the unreliable communication channel 
comprises a wireless network", (see col. 4, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 3, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the wireless network is a wireless 
telecommunications network", (see col. 4, lines 14-25). 

As per claim 4, Bodnar discloses, "said updating centrally stored data comprises: 
determining actual states of the data on the devices" as a means of synchronizing each of the 
more than two designated datasets includes a record that corresponds to and is in a synchronized 
state with, (see col. 4 lines 60-65);and 

"updating centrally stored data indicating actions to be performed on the devices and 
states of the data on the devices" as the synchronizer examines each client to identify any 
changes in the client that the synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in the GUD that 
the client and based on those fresh changes, determines actions to be performed (see col. 42, 
lines 42-47). 
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As per claim 5, Bodnar discloses, "wherein said updating the data states on the devices 
comprises updating the data states on the devices based on the data indicating actions to be 
performed on the devices and data indicating the actual states of the data on the devices", (see 
col. 4, lines 60-65), and column 5, lines 1-7. 

As per claim 6, Bodnar discloses, "wherein said updating centrally stored data comprises: 
updating a truth database representing a true state of the data" (see col. 25, lines 12-15); and 

"updating an action database indicating actions to be performed on the devices during a 
next update" as the synchronizer examines each client to identify any changes in the client that 
the synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in the GUD that the client and based on 
those fresh changes, determines actions to be performed (see col. 42, lines 42-47), and column 
43, lines 12-27. 

As per claim 7, Bodnar discloses, "wherein said updating centrally stored data further 
comprises: creating an effective action database which accounts for any of the devices which 
were offline during a previous synchronization" as the synchronizer initializes a counter variable 
that will count the number of records that have been added to the client prior to the current 
synchronization, (see col. 43, lines 39-42); and 

"saving the truth database and the effective action database in an atomic transaction", 
(see col. 40, lines 30-42); 

"wherein said updating the data on the devices comprises using the effective action 
database to update data on the devices", (see col. 39, lines 30-33), and column 5, lines 1-17. 
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As per claim 8, Bodnar discloses, "a method of synchronizing states of data between a 
plurality of devices" (see col. 10, lines 57-60), the method comprising: 

"retrieving data from the devices" as a mechanism for retrieving a record from a client, 
(see col. 42, lines 2-3); 

"automatically recovering from a prior synchronization failure, if any, by updating 
centrally stored data" as the synchronizer is capable of automatically synchronizing data among 
an arbitrary number of accessible datasets in a single synchronization session following user 
selection of datasets, (see col. 10, lines 57-60); and 

"updating the data states on the devices" as the synchronizer examines each client to 
identify any changes in the client that the synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in 
the GUD that the client has not seen before, and based on those fresh changes, determines 
actions to be performed (see col. 42, lines 42-47), "including communicating with at least one of 
the devices over a wireless network" as includes various conflict or duplicate resolution 
strategies that handle the increased complexities of allowing synchronization for an arbitrary 
number of datasets and including in the synchronization even data from datasets that are not 
available, (see col. 4, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 9, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the wireless network is a wireless 
telecommunications network", (see col. 4, lines 14-25). 

As per claim 10, in addition to claim 1, Bodnar discloses, "determining actual states of 
the data on the devices" as a means of synchronizing each of the more than two designated 
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datasets includes a record that corresponds to and is in a synchronized state with, (see col 4 lines 
60-65); and 

"maintaining centrally stored data indicating actions to be performed on the devices and 
states of the data on the devices" as the synchronizer examines each client to identify any 
changes in the client that the synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in the GUD that 
the client has not seen before, and based on those fresh changes, determines actions to be 
performed (see col. 42, lines 42-47). 

As per claim 1 1, Bodnar discloses, "wherein said updating the data states on the devices 
comprises updating the data states on the devices based on the centrally stored data" as the 
synchronizer examines each client to identify any changes in the client that the synchronizer has 
not seen before, and any changes in the GUD that the client and based on those fresh changes, 
determines actions to be performed (see col. 42, lines 42-47). 

As per claim 12, in addition to claim 1, Bodnar discloses, "updating a truth database 
representing a true state of the data" (see col. 14, lines 41-42); and 

"updating an action database indicating actions to be performed on the devices during a 
next update" as the synchronizer examines each client to identify any changes in the client that 
the synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in the GUD that the client and based on 
those fresh changes, determines actions to be performed (see col. 42, lines 42-47), and column 
43, lines 12-27. 
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As per claim 13, in addition to claim 1, Bodnar further discloses, "creating an effective 
action database which accounts for any of the devices which were offline during a previous 
synchronization" as the synchronizer initializes a counter variable that will count the number of 
records that have been added to the client prior to the current synchronization, (see col. 43, lines 
39-42), and column 10, lines 57-60; 

"saving the truth database and the effective action database in an atomic transaction", 
(see col. 40, lines 30-42); 

"wherein said updating the data on the devices comprises using the effective action 
database to update data on the devices", (see col. 39, lines 30-33), and column 5, lines 1-17. 

As per claim 14, Bodnar discloses, "a method of performing synchronization process to 
synchronize states data between a plurality of devices" (see col. 10, lines 57-60), the method 
comprising: 

"retrieving data from the devices" as a mechanism for retrieving a record from a client, 
(see col. 42, lines 2-3); 

"maintaining data indicating actions to be performed on the devices and data indicating 
the actual states of the data on the devices", (see col. 4 ? lines 60-65), and column 25, lines 12-18; 

"using a recovery algorithm to determine actual states of the data on the devices" (see 
col. 4, lines 51-53); 

"updating the data indicating actions to be performed on the devices and the data 
indicating the actual states of the data on the devices, based on the results of the algorithm" as 
the synchronizer is capable of automatically synchronizing data among an arbitrary number of 
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accessible datasets in a single synchronization session following user selection of datasets, (see 
col. 10, lines 57-60); and 

"updating the data states on the devices" as the synchronizer examines each client to 
identify any changes in the client that the synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in 
the GUD that the client has not seen before, and based on those fresh changes, determines 
actions to be performed (see col. 42, lines 42-47), "including communicating with at least one of 
the devices over a wireless network" as includes various conflict or duplicate resolution 
strategies that handle the increased complexities of allowing synchronization for an arbitrary 
number of datasets and including in the synchronization even data from datasets that are not 
available, (see col. 4, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 15, Bodnar discloses, "wherein said updating the data states on the devices 
comprises updating the data states on the devices based on the data indicating actions to be 
performed on the devices and data indicating the actual states of the data on the devices", (see 
col. 4, lines 60-65), and column 5, lines 1-7. 

As per claim 16, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the wireless network is a wireless 
telecommunications network", (see col. 4, lines 14-25). 

As per claim 17, Bodnar discloses, "a method of synchronizing states of data between a 
plurality of devices" (see col. 10, lines 57-60), the method comprising: 
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"maintaining a truth database representing a true state of the data" as a means for storing 
two timestamps for each record a last modification time for determining the changes since a prior 
synchronization (see col. 25, lines 12-15); 

"maintining an action database indicating actions to be performed on the devices during a 
next update" as a means for storing two timestamps for each record a last modification time for 
determining the changes since a prior synchronization, and an original modification time to be 
used as the priority time that is compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col. 25, lines 
12- 18); 

"retrieving the data from the devices, including communicating with at least one of the 
devices over the wireless network" as a mechanism for retrieving a record from a client, (see col. 
42, lines 2-3); 

"determining actual current states of individual elements of the data based on the action 
database" as a means of synchronizing each of the more than two designated datasets includes a 
record that corresponds to and is in a synchronized state with, (see col. 4 lines 60-65) and "the 
data retrieved from the devices", (see col. 42, lines 2-3); 

"updating the truth database and the action database based on a result of said determining" 
as a means for storing two timestamps for each record a last modification time for determining 
the changes since a prior synchronization, and an original modification time to be used as the 
priority time that is compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col 25, lines 12-17); and 

"updating the data on the devices, including communicating with at least one of the 
devices over a wireless telecommunications network" as includes various conflict or duplicate 
resolution strategies that handle the increased complexities of allowing synchronization for an 
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arbitrary number of datasets and including in the synchronization even data from datasets that are 
not available, (see col. 4, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 18, Bodnar discloses, "wherein said determining comprises determining 
actual current states of individual elements of the data so as to automatically recover from a 
synchronization failure" as the synchronizer is capable of automatically synchronizing data 
among an arbitrary number of accessible datasets in a single synchronization session following 
user selection of datasets, (see col. 10, lines 57-60). 

As per claim 19, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the data comprises contact data representing 
a plurality of contacts", (see figure 2). 

As per claim 20, in addition to claim 1, Bodnar further discloses, "creating an effective 
action database which accounts for any of the devices which were offline during a previous 
synchronization" as the synchronizer initializes a counter variable that will count the number of 
records that have been added to the client prior to the current synchronization, (see col. 43, lines 
39-42); and 

"saving the truth database and the effective action database in an atomic transaction", 
(see col. 40, lines 30-42); 

"wherein said updating the data on the devices comprises using the effective action 
database to update data on the devices", (see col. 39, lines 30-33), and column 5, lines 1-17. 
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As per claim 21, Bodnar discloses, "a method synchronizing states of contact data 
between a plurality of devices" (see col. 10, lines 57-60), the method comprising: 

"maintaining a truth database representing a true state of the contact data, the contact data 
representing a plurality of contacts" as a means for storing two timestamps for each record a last 
modification time for determining the changes since a prior synchronization (see col. 25, lines 
12-15); 

"maintaining an action table for each of the devices, the action table indicating actions to 
be performed on the corresponding device during a next update" as a means for storing two 
timestamps for each record a last modification time for determining the changes since a prior 
synchronization, and an original modification time to be used as the priority time that is 
compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col. 25, lines 12- 18); 

"retrieving contact data from the devices, including communicating with It least one of 
the devices over a wireless telecommunications network" as a mechanism for retrieving a record 
from a client, (see col. 42, lines 2-3); 

"determining actual current states of the contacts on the devices based on the contact data 
retrieved from the devices and the action tables, so as to automatically recover from a 
synchronization failure, if any" as the synchronizer is capable of automatically synchronizing 
data among an arbitrary number of accessible datasets in a single synchronization session 
following user selection of datasets, (see col. 10, lines 57-60); 

"updating the truth database and the action tables based on a result of said determining" 
as a means for storing two timestamps for each record a last modification time for determining 
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the changes since a prior synchronization, and an original modification time to be used as the 
priority time that is compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col. 25, lines 12- 17); 

"creating an effective action table based for at least one of the devices based on the 
updated action table for the device and a previous version of the action table for the device, to 
account for any of the devices which were offline during a most-recent synchronization" as the 
synchronizer determines all records in the client that have been updated or added to the client 
prior to the current synchronization, (see col. 42, lines 60-67), and column 43, lines 39-42; 

"saving the truth database and the effective action database in an atomic transaction", 
(see col. 40, lines 30-42); 

"using the effective action table to update the states of the contact data on the devices" 
(see col. 39, lines 30-33), and column 5, lines 1-17, "including communicating with at least one 
of the devices over the wireless telecommunications network" as includes various conflict or 
duplicate resolution strategies that handle the increased complexities of allowing synchronization 
for an arbitrary number of datasets and including in the synchronization even data from datasets 
that are not available, (see col. 4, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 22, Bodnar discloses, "an apparatus for synchronizing states of data 
between a plurality of devices over an unreliable communication channel" (see col. 10, lines 57- 
60), the method comprising: 

"means for retrieving data from the devices" as a mechanism for retrieving a record from 
a client, (see col. 42, lines 2-3); 
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"means for automatically recovering from a prior synchronization failure, if any" as the 
synchronizer is capable of automatically synchronizing data among an arbitrary number of 
accessible datasets in a single synchronization session following user selection of datasets, (see 
col. 10, lines 57-60); and 

"means for updating the data states on the devices based on the updated centrally stored 
data" as the synchronizer examines each client to identify any changes in the client that the 
synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in the GUD that the client has not seen 
before, and based on those fresh changes, determines actions to be performed (see col. 42, lines 
42-47), "including communicating with at least one of the devices over the unreliable 
communication channel" as includes various conflict or duplicate resolution strategies that 
handle the increased complexities of allowing synchronization for an arbitrary number of 
datasets and including in the synchronization even data from datasets that are not available, (see 
col. 4, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 23, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the unreliable communication channel 
comprises a wireless network", (see col. 4, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 24, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the wireless network is a wireless 
telecommunications network", (see col. 4, lines 14-25). 

As per claim 25, Bodnar discloses, wherein said means for communicating with at least one 
of the devices over the relatively unreliable communication channel comprises means for 
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communicating with said at least one of the devices over a wireless communications network", 
(see col. 4, lines 60-65), and column 5, lines 1-7. 

As per claim 26, in addition to claim 1, Bodnar discloses, "means for determining actual 
states of the data on the devices" as a means of synchronizing each of the more than two 
designated datasets includes a record that corresponds to and is in a synchronized state with, (see 
col. 4 lines 60-65); and 

"means for updating centrally stored data indicating actions to be performed on the 
devices and states of the data on the devices" as the synchronizer examines each client to identify 
any changes in the client that the synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in the GUD 
that the client has not seen before, and based on those fresh changes, determines actions to be 
performed (see col. 42, lines 42-47). 

As per claim 27, in addition to claim 1, Bodnar discloses, "means for updating the dates 
states on the devices based on the data indicating actions to be performed on the devices and data 
indicating the actual states of the data on the devices" as the synchronizer examines each client 
to identify any changes in the client that the synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in 
the GUD that the client and based on those fresh changes, determines actions to be performed 
(see col. 42, lines 42-47). 

As per claim 28, in addition to claim 22, Bodnar discloses, "means for updating a truth 
database representing a true state of the data", (see col. 14, lines 41-42); and 
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"means for updating an action database indicating actions to be performed on the devices 
during a next update" as the synchronizer examines each client to identify any changes in the 
client that the synchronizer has not seen before, and any changes in the GUD that the client and 
based on those fresh changes, determines actions to be performed (see coL 42, lines 42-47), and 
column 43, lines 12-27. 

As per claim 29, in addition to claim 22, Bodnar discloses, "means for creating an 
effective action database which accounts for any of the devices which were offline during a 
previous synchronization" as the synchronizer initializes a counter variable that will count the 
number of records that have been added to the client prior to the current synchronization, (see 
col. 43, lines 39-42); and 

"means for saving the truth database and the effective action database in an atomic 
transaction", (see col. 40, lines 30-42); 

"wherein said means for updating the data on the devices comprises using the effective 
action database to update data on the devices", (see col. 39, lines 30-33), and column 5, lines 1- 
17. 

As per claim 30, Bodnar discloses, "an apparatus to synchronize data states a plurality of 
devices" (see col. 10, lines 57-60), the method comprising: 

"a database system to store" (see figure 2, element 267) 

"a database system to store a truth database representing a true state of the data" as a 
means for storing two timestamps for each record a last modification time for determining the 
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changes since a prior synchronization, and an original modification time to be used as the 
priority time that is compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col 25, lines 12- 18); 

"maintaining a truth database representing a true state of the data" as a means for storing 
two timestamps for each record a last modification time for determining the changes since a prior 
synchronization (see col. 25, lines 12-15), and 

"an action database indicating actions to be performed on the devices during a next 
update" as a means for storing two timestamps for each record a last modification time for 
determining the changes since a prior synchronization, and an original modification time to be 
used as the priority time that is compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col. 25, lines 
12-18); 

"a recovery unit to determine actual current states of the data based on the action 
database and data retrieved from the devices" as the synchronizer is capable of automatically 
synchronizing data among an arbitrary number of accessible datasets in a single synchronization 
session following user selection of datasets, (see col. 10, lines 57-60), 

"a synchronization engine to update the truth database and the action database, based on 
output of the recovery module" as the synchronizer is capable of automatically synchronizing 
data among an arbitrary number of accessible datasets in a single synchronization session 
following user selection of datasets, (see col. 10, lines 57-60), and "to update data states on the 
devices based on the action database, by communicating with at least one of the devices over the 
wireless network" as includes various conflict or duplicate resolution strategies that handle the 
increased complexities of allowing synchronization for an arbitrary number of datasets and 
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including in the synchronization even data from datasets that are not available, (see col. 4, lines 
29-33). 

As per claim 31, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the wireless network is a wireless 
telecommunications network", (see col. 4, lines 14-25). 

As per claim 32, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the synchronization engine further is to 
update the truth database and the action database, based on output of the recovery module, so as 
to automatically recover from a failure of a prior synchronization" as the synchronizer is capable 
of automatically synchronizing data among an arbitrary number of accessible datasets in a single 
synchronization session following user selection of datasets, (see col. 10, lines 57-60). 

As per claim 33, Bodnar discloses, "a machine-readable program storage medium storing 
instructions which, when executed in a processing system, cause the processing system to 
perform a method of synchronizing states of data between a plurality of devices, at least one of 
which is a mobile device operating on a wireless telecommunications network, the method 
comprising" (see col. 10, lines 57-60), the method comprising: 

"maintaining a truth database representing a true state of the data" as a means for storing 
two timestamps for each record a last modification time for determining the changes since a prior 
synchronization (see col. 25, lines 12-15); 

"maintining an action database indicating actions to be performed on the devices during a 
next update" as a means for storing two timestamps for each record a last modification time for 
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determining the changes since a prior synchronization, and an original modification time to be 
used as the priority time that is compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col. 25, lines 
12- 18); 

"retrieving the data from the devices, including communicating with at least one of the 
devices over the wireless telecommunications network" as a mechanism for retrieving a record 
from a client, (see col. 42, lines 2-3); 

"determining actual current states of individual elements of the data based on the action 
database" as a means of synchronizing each of the more than two designated datasets includes a 
record that corresponds to and is in a synchronized state with, (see col. 4 lines 60-65) and "the 
data retrieved from the devices", (see col. 42, lines 2-3); 

"updating the truth database and the action database based on a result of said determining" 
as a means for storing two timestamps for each record a last modification time for determining 
the changes since a prior synchronization, and an original modification time to be used as the 
priority time that is compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col. 25, lines 12- 17); 
and 

"updating the data on the devices, including communicating with at least one of the 
devices over a wireless telecommunications network" as includes various conflict or duplicate 
resolution strategies that handle the increased complexities of allowing synchronization for an 
arbitrary number of datasets and including in the synchronization even data from datasets that are 
not available, (see col. 4, lines 29-33). 
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As per claim 34, Bodnar discloses, "wherein said determining comprises determining 
actual current states of individual elements of the data so as to automatically recover from a 
synchronization failure" as the synchronizer is capable of automatically synchronizing data 
among an arbitrary number of accessible datasets in a single synchronization session following 
user selection of datasets, (see col. 10, lines 57-60). 

As per claim 35, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the data comprises contact data representing 
a plurality of contacts", (see figure 2). 

As per claim 36, Bodnar further discloses, "creating an effective action database which 
accounts for any of the devices which were offline during a previous synchronization" as the 
synchronizer initializes a counter variable that will count the number of records that have been 
added to the client prior to the current synchronization, (see col. 43, lines 39-42); and 

"saving the truth database and the effective action database in an atomic transaction", 
(see col. 40, lines 30-42); 

"wherein said updating the data on the devices comprises using the effective action 
database to update data on the devices", (see col. 39, lines 30-33), and column 5, lines 1-17. 

As per claim 37, Bodnar discloses, "a processing system" (see figure 3A), comprising: 
"a processor", (see figure 3 A, element 301); 
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"a data communication device coupled to the processor to communicate data with a 
plurality of remote devices, at least one of which operates on a wireless telecommunications 
network", (see col. 4, lines 1 1-25), and column 5, lines 10-22; and 

"a storage facility coupled to the processor and storing instructions for execution by the 
processor to cause the processing system to perform a method" as the synchronizer examines 
each client to identify any changes in the client that the synchronizer has not seen before, and 
any changes in the GUD that the client has not seen before, and based on those fresh changes, 
determines actions to be performed (see col. 42, lines 42-47), comprising: 

"maintaining a truth database representing a true state of data maintained by the devices" 
as a means for storing two timestamps for each record a last modification time for determining 
the changes since a prior synchronization (see col. 25, lines 12-15); 

"maintaining an action database indicating actions to be performed on the devices during 
a next update" as a means for storing two timestamps for each record a last modification time for 
determining the changes since a prior synchronization, and an original modification time to be 
used as the priority time that is compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col. 25, lines 
12- 18); 

"retrieving the data from the devices, including communicating with at least one of the 
devices over the wireless telecommunications network" as a mechanism for retrieving a record 
from a client, (see col. 42, lines 2-3); 

"determining actual current states of individual elements of the data based on the action 
database" as a means of synchronizing each of the more than two designated datasets includes a 
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record that corresponds to and is in a synchronized state with, (see col. 4 lines 60-65) and "the 
data retrieved from the devices", (see col. 42, lines 2-3); 

"updating the truth database and the action database based on a result of determining the 
actual current states of individual elements of the data" as a means for storing two timestamps 
for each record a last modification time for determining the changes since a prior 
synchronization, and an original modification time to be used as the priority time that is 
compared during automatic conflict resolution, (see col. 25, lines 12- 17); 

"creating an effective action database which accounts for any of the devices which were 
offline during, a previous synchronization" as the synchronizer initializes a counter variable that 
will count the number of records that have been added to the client prior to the current 
synchronization, (see col. 43, lines 39-42), and column 10, lines 57-60; 

"saving the truth database and the effective action database in an atomic transaction", 
(see col. 40, lines 30-42); and 

"using the effective action database to update the data on the devices" (see col. 39, lines 
30-33), and column 5, lines 1-17, "including communicating with at least one of the devices over 
the wireless telecommunications network" as includes various conflict or duplicate resolution 
strategies that handle the increased complexities of allowing synchronization for an arbitrary 
number of datasets and including in the synchronization even data from datasets that are not 
available, (see col. 4, lines 29-33). 

As per claim 38, Bodnar discloses, "wherein the data comprises contact data representing 
a plurality of contacts", (see Bodnar' s figure 2). 



Application/Control Number: 09/920,232 



Art Unit: 2172 



Page 23 



As per claim 39, in addition to claim 37, Bodnar further discloses, "creating an effective 
action database based on the updated action table and previous version of the action database to 
account for any of the devices which were offline during a most-recent synchronization" as the 
synchronizer determines all records in the client that have been updated or added to the client 
prior to the current synchronization, (see col. 42, lines 60-67), and column 43, lines 39-42. 

Prior Art 

7. The prior art of record and not relied on upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Bauer et al. U.S. Patent Numbers 5,870,765; 5,884,325 and 5,926,816 relate to 
database synchronizer. LaRue et al. U.S. Patent Number 6,487,560 relates generally to 
synchronization. 
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